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" going to add," interrupted Harriet, " which, by the " way, was more than I engaged for, that people of "fashion were properly those who set the fashions, " and who gave the tone of dress, language, manners, "and pleasures, to the town." "I admit it," said Manly; " but what I want still to know is, who gave " them power, or did they usurp it ? for, by the nature " of that power, it does not seem to me to admit of a " succession by hereditary and divine right." " Were "I allowed to speak," said Dorimant, "perhaps I " could both shorten and clear up this case. Bat I " dare not, unless Belinda, to whom I profess implicit " obedience, gives me leave." " Even let him speak, " Belinda," said Harriet; " I know he will abuse us, "but we are used to him." "Well, say your say, "then," said Belinda. "See what an impertinent "sneer he has already." Upon this, Dorimant, addressing himself more particularly to Belinda, and smiling, said,
"Then think
"That he, who thus commanded dares to speak, "Unless commanded, would have died in silence."
"0, your servant, sir," said Belinda; "that fit of " humility will, I am sure, not last long; but how-" ever go on." " I will, to answer Manly's question," said Dorimant, "which, by the way, has something " the air of a catechism. Who made these people of "fashion ? I give this short and plain answer; they "made one another. The men, by their attentions "and credit, make the women of fashion; and the "women, by either their supposed or real favours, " make the men such. They are mutually necessary